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Drumbeat of the Lenape

A Aflermoon with Mary Etlen Fyn
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There ane 20 few people - New Jersey who podsess such a
keen sense of history and & personal passion so deep that they wil
50 dedhcate themaehies in the fashion that former teacher Mary
Ellen Fhyon has done reganding the Lenape Incians of the atate
As one researches the activties of the Lenape in and around Toims
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Krafts, Paul I!n.T:,'I:l o James Reeveys Since Mo Fhnn renides
closest 1o Tomes Rover, in Wilingbord, we sought ber out to help
us enhighten our far readers as 1o what it @hes w become an
expert on the Lenage [ndians

Yes; it s imponant to understand that there are many Patree
Amencans who ane still guite upset over the path that history has
taken. This is also the same spectnum that one will find in every
culture where radical changes were fostered by anather mcoming
cudture, Some folks just want to get along today and hold no
grudges over the past. Some folks desire their own repatnotaton
and a re-creation mone as how things were - a not so different
thinking than a “Yankee go home philosopiv: But et us return o

OUr SLOryY. &5 genesiogy 15 not the curment issue

Back 1 the 1930's Prewdent Rocsevelt also started the CCC
Chilian Conservation Corp, slong with his more famaliar ant-
depression moves. Lip in Sussex County the CCC constructed a
camp at Lake ‘Wapalanne. Usage of this camp contimued long
.ﬁt;l CHT t;'l._:-t_:l'u'llnic_: NECoRery, A m :q.[l.phﬂl; ar Mo | SI:JIIE'
Teachers College, oh, back about 1955, Ms. Fiynn interned an
Chutddoor Biolopy with the BMew Jersey State School of
Corservation. There she became imvohed with their Indian
cerameTy work because, "It was ust so much fun”

Ag a scentist she did notice that some of the war bonnets
used were-from westemn tnbes. Though stll not senous about it
all: and, only casually acknowiedoing her Lenape extraction back
on her fathers sade. she was ghven the old book "Dhckon Among
the Lenapes™ by MR, Hamnguon: A fictional tale based upon a
shipreck i 1612, it was the result of Mr Harmingtons extended
close assocation with Lenape peoples n the 1930 Here she
found sketches and rendenngs accurate enough for her to create
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with her unique interactive teachsng
miethods shi took her show on the road
What the stickents received was not onhy
B very descriptve teacheng session with
vls Fhnin dressed in buckslan, beads and
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